[The preservation of penile erection during complete prostato-vesiculectomy for carcinoma of the prostate].
At present radical prostatovesiculectomy is the most reliable procedure for curing a locally confined prostatic carcinoma with no evidence of metastases. The prostatic apex represents the most critical aspect in this operation. A part of the symphysis is resected to obtain a better view of the apex. The technique of sparing the nerves and arteries which are necessary for erection is described. However, nerve sparing radical prostatectomy should only be considered up to a clearly confirmed stage T2.